Song for a Whale by Lynne Kelly
15 questions from which to choose. Each question worth 2 points 
	
	Question
	Answer
	Notes for markers
	Page no

	1
	Why did Iris have such a strong reaction to the video about the whale Blue 55 in class?
	· Blue 55 was a hybrid whale (mix of Blue whale and Fin Whale)

· He had a unique voice

· He spoke a language only he knew

· He had no friends or family he could communicate with

· Iris identified with all these problems
	2 marks for Iris identifying with the problems of the Blue 55.

Students should mention the whale having trouble communicating and Iris having the same problems

Unable to communicate is the key
	pp. 13-14

	2
	What is Iris’s main problem with Nina? 
	Iris cannot understand Nina’s attempts at signing. She believes Nina is trying to show off to impress her friends, rather than genuinely wanting to make friends with Iris
	1 mark for Nina not really being able to sign
1 mark for Iris’s belief that Nina doesn’t want to be friends
	pp. 20-24

	3
	Who is Wendall? Give two reasons Nina might be jealous of him.
	Wendall is a friend of Iris who is also deaf.

Reasons:

He goes to a school with a large deaf community

Both his parents and siblings have learnt to sign correctly


	1 mark for deaf friend

½ mark for each reason
	p.  40

pp. 70-71

	4
	Why did the scientists think Blue 55 might not be deaf? Give 2 reasons
	Choose from:

If he were deaf, he would not sing at all.

He swims long distances to other whales.

He seems to keep trying to communicate.


	1 mark for each reason
	p. 56

	5
	How did the scientists know where the whales are in the ocean? Name two different ways
	Choose from:

Some whales have trackers.

Underwater microphones placed in the oceans all over the world.

Hydrophone systems
	1 mark for each correct answer
	p. 61

p. 290

	6
	Describe in detail two alarm clocks Iris made
	Choose from:

An alarm clock that shook Iris’s bed made from parts from Moe’s shop.

An alarm clock connected to a truck horn for Tristan, but that scared her parents.

An alarm clock in an old toy police car that drive around his room blaring its siren until he got out of bed to turn it off.
	½ mark for shake bed
½ mark for parts from Moe’s shop

½ mark for car truck horn

½ mark for frightened parents

½ mark for old toy police car

½ mark for blaring siren

Or 

½ mark made to get out of bed
	p. 66

	7
	What are the names given to the parts of whale songs, what do they build to and what is the final product called?


	Made up of units (single moans, chirps, or cries)

Put together to build phrases.

A bunch of phrases make a theme.
	½ mark for units

½ mark for either moan, chirp, or cries

½ mark for phrase

½ mark for theme


	p. 91

	8
	What diagnosis does Iris give Adam about his truck not starting and what instructions did she give to fix it?
	Problem – the battery terminals had caked on corrosion (battery wires not connected to anything)

Solution – Clean the terminals with baking soda or coke
	1 mark for problem 

Corrosion or no connection

1 mark for clean with baking soda/ coke
	p. 142

	9
	When Iris says, ‘This trip will kill two bird with one stone’, who is she quoting? And what does she mean?
	This is a statement that her father would say. She means the trip will allow her to meet Blue 55 and will bring Grandma back to herself after the death of grandpa
	½ for ‘dad’ or ‘father’

½ mark for meeting the whale

½ mark for grandma back to normal

½ for grandpa dying
	p. 149

	10
	Who does Iris meet when she attends the Alaskan Wildlife presentation? What activity do they invite Iris to?
	She meets Bennie, a girl her own age, and her mother Sura who is giving the presentation. They invite Iris to join them on the bridge as Sura announces whale sightings.
	1 mark for names and descriptions

1 mark for place and event of invite
	pp. 163-170

	11
	What made Grandma laugh – a real laugh that shook her shoulders and deepened the lines around her eyes?
	The waterfall on the Glacier walk.

Getting so close that the glacial water slid down her face
	1 mark for Glacial waterfall

1 mark for water on her face
	p. 196

	12
	Where does Iris find her grandmother when she wakes up to find her missing from the cabin? What does this situation make Iris realise about the trip?
	She finds her doing karaoke at the Tipsy Marlin Bar, having the best fun and teaching everyone sign language. It makes Iris realise she is glad she came with her grandma.
	1 mark for where grandma is and what she’s doing

I mark for the realisation
	pp. 200-205

	13
	What happens to derail Iris’s attempts to meet Blue 55? What decisions are made to make it still possible?
	Blue 55 changes course and heads towards Oregon instead of Alaska. Grandma and Iris decide to leave the cruise, take a train then a shuttle bus to try to intercept him at Lighthouse Bay.
	1 mark for what Blue 55 does
1 mark for what Iris and grandma do
	pp. 212-220

	14
	What career did Andi suggest for Iris to consider for when she is older? Explain what it is
	Acoustic Biology

The study of sounds animals make when communicating
	1 mark for Acoustic Biology

1 mark for explanation
	p. 273

	15
	Tristan says Iris isn’t helping Blue 55 for the whale’s sake. At the end, what change does Iris make for herself? Why is so important to her?
	Iris is determined to attend Bridgewood Junior High so that she can make friends and learn in an environment more suited to her as a deaf person. 
	1 mark for changing schools
1 mark for wanting to have a better school experience
	pp. 277-280


